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Environmental Summons


In most urban areas motor vehicles are one of the major contributors of toxins in the air.  Polluted air can be lethal.  If one kills oneself with polluted air it is a suicide.  So, if one kills someone else with polluted air is it a homicide?


Well, the government has not yet started charging drivers with murder or even ticketing them for their toxic contributions, but citizens have started drawing the connection.  In Edmonton, Toronto, Washington, Seattle and a growing list of cities coalitions of group concerned with the health of the environment have started issuing their own "Environmental Infraction Notices."  While not charging anybody with a crime, the summons points out that motor vehicles are linked to global warming, smog, super tankers and oil spills, tire dumps and tire fires, toxic surface water runoff and more.  The ticket urges motorists to consider using a less‑polluting means of getting around town, particularly the bicycle.


In Seattle, the "Green Squad" (dressed in dapper, stately white toxic spill cleanup outfits), also issued "Environmental Commendations" to people using bicycles, mass transit or walking.  These certificates thanked the recipients for their thoughtful behavior towards the quality of life in the city.  One of the recipients was a City Council Member who had bicycle commuted to city hall.


Attached are materials to help you do your own environmental summons program.  
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FACT SHEET
Contact:


International Bicycle Fund, 767-0848
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 1992

GREEN SQUAD TO CITE MOTORISTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL INFRACTIONS
WHO:
The Green Squad.  [The Green Squad is an group concern about: increasing levels of carbon monoxide, ozone and countless measured toxic gases; global warming; acid rain; high atmosphere ozone depletion; oil pipeline spills; oil tanker spills; tire dumps; oil exploration in fragile ecosystems (rainforests, oceans, and the arctic); and land use patterns.]

WHAT:
The Green Squad will be celebrating "Bike‑to‑Work Day" by issuing official Environment Commendations to people who are using bicycles, mass transit or walking, and educating environmental scofflaw who on this day should not be using their car by issuing Environmental Infraction Notices.  The Green Squad will be suited‑up in toxic spill cleanup gear.

WHEN:
Tuesday, May 19, 1992, 12 noon

WHERE:
Seattle Municipal Building, Fifth Ave. Entrance

WHY:
For the seventh generation.
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PRESS RELEASE
Contact:


International Bicycle Fund, 767-0848
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 1992

GREEN SQUAD TO CITE MOTORISTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL INFRACTIONS

Seattle, Washington.  On Tuesday, May 19, a uniformed squad of environmental patrolpersons will take action against citizens who fail to observe Puget Sound Bike To Work Day.  Starting at high noon in the parking lot in front of Seattle's Municipal Building and armed with fact sheets and toxic spill cleanup outfits, the squad will educate environmental scofflaws who on this day should not be using their cars.


"In this part of downtown, with so many bureaucrats and elected officials getting away with environmental reckless driving, using a half dozen green squaders, we should be able to easily issue 300 infraction notices in an hour.  Let's see the police department match that," says Mike Ferro, one of the project organizers.  "We also plan to issue official Environmental Commendations to people who are using bicycles, mass transit and walking.  When was the last time the police department ever rewarded citizens for good behavior?"


The Environmental Infraction Notices and Environmental Commendations are beautifully designed and suitable for framing.


For more information contact the following:  International Bicycle Fund, 767-0848
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ENVIRONMENTAL INFRACTION NOTICE

In the City of Seattle

DATE: May 18, 1992 
APPARATUS: Car w/ internal combustion engine
APPARATUS CONTRIBUTES TO:

____
Poisonous level of carbon monoxide

____
Excess ozone levels

____
Global warming

____
Smog

____
Acid rain

____
Ozone depletion

____
Pipeline oil spills

____
Tanker oil spills

____
Tire dumps

____
Oil exploration in fragile ecosystems


(Rainforests, Oceans, The Arctic)

____
Destruction of forests, wetlands & farmland


(for roads, freeways and parking lots)

PLEASE CONSIDER USING APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY

____
Legs *

____
Bicycle *

____
Mass Transit

*
Bicycling and walking are simple, healthful, quiet, inexpensive, pollution solutions.  In some European cities 50% of all trips are made by bicycle!

PLEASE HELP MAKE SEATTLE CLEAN, QUIET AND LIVEABLE!


Write to Mayor ____________, Municipal Bldg, Seattle 98104.


Urge him to increase support for safe bikeways and pedestrian facilities.

This friendly reminder brought to you by:

International Bicycle Fund
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENDTION
City of Seattle

DATE: May 18, 1992 
Thank you for using your bicycle, your legs or mass transit today.

Your thoughtful behavior is helping to reduce:

____
Poisonous level of carbon monoxide

____
Excess ozone levels

____
Global warming

____
Smog

____
Acid rain

____
Ozone depletion

____
Pipeline oil spills

____
Tanker oil spills

____
Tire dumps

____
Oil exploration in fragile ecosystems


(Rainforests, Oceans, The Arctic)

____
Destruction of forests, wetlands & farmland


(for roads, freeways and parking lots)

You are helping to make Seattle cleaner, quieter and more livable!

PLEASE CONTINUE TO HELP MAKE SEATTLE CLEAN, QUIET AND LIVEABLE!


Write to Mayor _______, Municipal Bldg, Seattle 98104. 


Urge him to increase support for safe bikeways and pedestrian facilities.

This friendly reminder brought to you by:

International Bicycle Fund

