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They Are We (documentary)
They Are We tells a story that, were it not told by a University professor in the middle of a documentary, you’d swear couldn’t possibly be true. Emma Christopher, who’s written extensively on the Atlantic slave trade and teaches at the University of Sydney, found herself connecting a remote chiefdom in Sierra Leone with a small Afro-Cuban community in Perico whose traditional song and dances suggest a direct lineage to that Western African group. The film’s title is a direct quote from a Sierra Leonean upon watching videos of the Cuban dancers: “They are we!” he exclaimed, seeing something in the annual San Lazaro ceremony that looked all too familiar. [Manuel Betancourt]

The two location involved are Perico, Cuba, (on the road between Matanzas and Santa Clara) and Mokpangumba, Moyamba Prov, Sierra Leone (between Bo and Sherbro Island) Moyamba. 
For more information see:

https://vimeo.com/ondemand/theyarewe
http://www.havanatimes.org/?p=100575
http://remezcla.com/features/film/documentary-uncovers-afro-cuban-community-singing-almost-extinct-african-language/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/ct-they-are-we-review-movie-afro-cuban-sierra-leone-20150625-column.html
